
The purpose of this article is to challenge a couple oflong-held myths in the Wagyu Sector. 

The first myth is that only the Foundation Sires (first generation sires out of Japan) are 

proven sires for carcase traits. Through AWA BREEDPLAN, we have third and fourth

generation sires with 50 to more than 100 carcase progeny records. Though this article, 

we will explain the great volume of carcase data that AWA members have submitted for 

780 sires so far. 

The second myth is that having raw carcase data for the sires in your herd is the 

most important information relating to that sire's genetic merit. In busting the first 

myth above, where you have carcase data across consecutive generations of sires (e.g. 

first, second, third and fourth-generation sires), this adds substantial information to 

improving the genetic merit prediction of a sire through the pedigree of the animal. 

If you are using raw carcase data for a sire in isolation or just in your own herd, you are 

missing out on the true value of that data alongside the large volume of carcase data being 

supplied by many AWA members. Combining this data within AWA BREED PLAN is the 

best way to achieve genetic merit estimation of your sire. 

THE FUNDAMENTALS 

Over the last ten years, the AWA members have 

contributed more than 13,000 Fullblood carcase 

records into the AWA BREED PLAN evaluation. 

The year on year increase for the last two years 

has been significant, at 30% additional new 

records each year since 2019. These trends are 

consistent with total performance recording for 

other major traits (Figure 1). 

In AWA BREED PLAN, animals who have 

progeny in the Slaughter Register that are 

recorded for carcase traits including Carcase 

Weight (Cwt) and Marble Score (MS) can 

be identified by viewing the EBV table of a 

registered animal. 
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